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Minutes

Nevada State Citizen Corps Council
Quarterly Meeting
	DATE
	January 23, 2014

	TIME
	2:00 PM –3:35 PM

	LOCATION
	Legislative Counsel Bureau
401 S. Carson Street, Room 3137

Carson City, NV 89701

Grant Sawyer Building

555 E. Washington Ave., Room 4412

Las Vegas, NV 89101

	METHOD
	Open Meeting Conference

	RECORDER
	 Janell Woodward


ATTENDANCE

	Council  Members
	Present
	Ex-Officials, Staff & Others
	Present

	Adam Garcia
	
	Valerie Sumner (Staff)
	X

	Alexandra Crocket
	
	Janell Woodward (Staff)
	X

	Betsy Hambleton
	X
	Colleen Platt (AG)
	X

	Carolyn Levering
	
	
	

	Cherie Nevin
	X
	Kelly Boyd
	X

	Chris Cappas
	
	Clara Andriola
	X

	Christine Springer
	
	Pat Macan
	X

	Dave Hunkup
	X
	Nathaniel Montgomery
	X

	Irene Navis
	X
	Angela Nak
	X

	Joan Jeffers
	X
	Sheriff Antinoro
	X

	Kelsey Piechocki
	X
	
	

	Mary Ann Laffoon
	X
	
	

	Paula Martel
	
	
	

	Rick Diebold
	
	
	

	Rick Martin
	X
	
	

	Russ Peacock
	X
	
	

	Stacey Belt
	X
	
	

	Tim Soule
	
	
	


CALL TO ORDER: Rick Martin called the meeting to order at 2:00 PM  
ROLL CALL: Janell Woodward called roll call and a quorum was established.
PUBLIC COMMENT: There were no public comments.  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A change was requested by Betsy Hambleton to her update from the last meeting, page 2 regarding placement of the shed. Rick Martin had a date correction on page 5 which should read F12 instead of FY13. Betsy Hambleton moved to approve the October 24, 2013 minutes with the change with Dave Hunkup seconding. Minutes were approved by the committee with the changes mentioned.
OPENING COMMENTS – Rick Martin thanked everyone for their attendance. Rick stated the FFY14 Homeland Security grant money would be coming around much sooner than last year, probably around the end of March. It was requested that everyone put together their investment justification and request for funding as soon as possible. Rick encouraged everyone to go to the Nevada Division of Emergency Management (NDEM) website where more information is being posted.  Rick asked that everyone communicate with Valerie or Rick regarding potential speakers or subjects for upcoming meetings.
REPORT FROM REGION IX FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE: 

Angela Nak gave an update via teleconference. America’s PreparAthon is the current focus of Region IX; this is part of the whole community initiative. The first kickoff for America’s PreparAthon is in April. Their website should be available as soon as resources are available; this is where communities will go to register. Everyone will be taking ownership of their own activities for this event, such as the Las Vegas PreparAthon or the Citizen Emergency Response Team (CERT) PreparAthon, etc. 
There have been some issues with accessing the CERT ICS course and this is being fixed. 
Rick Martin asked Angela to confirm the deadline for the Youth Preparedness Program which is February 24. This covers ages 12-17 for those engaging in community preparedness. 
Angela stated she and Randy are working toward a Whole Community Preparedness workshop. They are still working on approval for this workshop. This would be regional at this point. Rick asked for as far in advance notice as possible. 

REPORT ON CITIZEN CORPS/VOLUNTEER ACCOMPLISHMENTS: 
Betsy Hambleton with the Washoe County Sheriff’s Department gave an update. On New Year’s Day they did a media interview regarding the CERT program on Channel 4. They have a full class for their course beginning January 25th.  They have 230 active CERT members and continually go through their lists to remove the names of  those who are no longer participating. For this reason, their numbers have gone down, but they were actually overstated to begin with. They conducted a 6-hour CERT advisory retreat on January 4th. They did an analysis of what was accomplished last year and set their course for the current year. They hired on a new program manager (Shirley Rhodes) who will be in charge of all training; she replaced Derek Russell. The Washoe County ART (Animal Rescue Team) will be taken from the Washoe County Sheriff’s Office and placed under Animal Control. 
Mary Ann Laffoon for Northeast Nevada stated she completed an academy in Battle Mountain and there are now 10 CERTs there. She received approval to move forward with the official West Wendover High School Public Safety Course. This will be the CERT program with 37 students for the two classes. They will take things home to their families for family plans and bringing it back to class. She dealt with 27 families for child ID kits. She is continually trying to find new ways to share the CERT program with other areas in Northeast Nevada. She followed up with Walmart and now has a plan submitted to the managers. She is working on a program called “Feb-burr-ary” as a way of promoting winter safety. She is planning CERT classes the end of February for Elko. She will be involved in planning some of the exercises. 
Dave Hunkup representing the tribes stated there is a CERT training for Stewart, NV on February 8-9. This is part of the Washoe Tribe Stewart Community. Dave and Dan Thayer will be the primary instructors. There is a CERT class scheduled for the Reno-Sparks Indian Colony Hungry Valley community on March 28-29. The class is still open for registration. He is trying to come up with new ways to promote CERT. One thing he came up with was doing an interview with their new public information officer, Stacy, regarding CERT. This would be placed in their newsletter. The Fallon Paiute-Shoshone Tribe has a tentative CERT training in February. Also, the Ely Shoshone Tribe has a CERT training scheduled for March 20-21. 
Stacey Belt from Carson City said they were working with Washoe and Douglas Counties to host the first Northern Nevada Rodeo/Olympics. They will take existing CERT members and give refresher courses to brush up on their core capabilities. This will lead up to the Olympics held at Station 52 on May 10th. They will reach out to other counties and tribal partners to be included in the Olympics. This encourages collaboration between partners. Angela Nak stated this would go along well with America’s PreparAthon. 
Irene Navis for Clark County stated they are seeing a trend in more and more requests from organizations for employee training for emergency preparedness. They did a number of brown bag lunch presentations for Clark County employees including cyber security. They also have scheduled Southwest Gas for February 14th. The Atomic Testing Museum is holding a Friends and Family Day in June and they invited the Clark County CERT to participate in providing emergency preparedness information. They are reconstituting their Community Organizations Active in Disasters (COAD) board. They are filling some vacancies and are focusing on efforts to get the word out and generate additional interest in the COAD. They also have a Facebook page to garner interest. 
Irene also offered topics including functional and access needs with a subject-matter expert speaker. The Southern Nevada Health District was also suggested for functional and access needs. The other topic was hearing from people who have experience with preparedness in the private sector business community. Dave Hunkup also suggested Kevin Shaller who does a lot of business continuity and would be a great speaker to have. He is working with the ArkStorm exercise.
Joan Jeffers shared that they are struggling with how to get people to the Volunteer Organizations Active in Disasters (VOAD) meetings and keep them engaged when there is not an active emergency. They are working on several different ideas to draw people in. Alex Crockett has also been representing and attending the ArkStorm and Broken Wing exercise meetings. 
Rick Martin added that they have a press release inviting and accompanying students from the Sparks Middle School shooting to Heavenly Ski Resort with all expenses paid this coming weekend. They will be able to interact with other students directly affected by these types of tragedies. There have been 25 children registered and there is room for up to 50 children. This will include survivors from Columbine and Jonesboro. 
Rick asked Alex Crocket if she had anything to add. She stated they expanded the VOAD at their last meeting and added a subcommittee. They are also working on updating their website and outreach.

Cherie Nevin from Storey County will be leaving the group; Sheriff Gerald Antinoro will be taking over as the Storey County representative on the Council. She thanked everyone for having her on the board; she is transitioning to Community Service. Sheriff Antinoro said they have been putting together a program with a core of 40 people in working toward a CERT program. They have an evacuation planned for this spring for the Virginia City Highlands. 

Clara Andriola, Regional CEO of the American Red Cross Northern Nevada Chapter, thanked the Chair Council members for the opportunity to attend the meeting. Clara introduced Patrick Macan, as the new Regional Disaster Program Officer. Patrick is responsible for the implementation of the disaster services programs that support the Disaster Management Cycle in preparedness, response and recovery. The Northern Nevada Chapter’s region covers 13.5 Nevada counties and approximately 87,000 square miles.  

· The Washoe Tribe of Northern Nevada and California has signed Red Cross agreements and we are working with several other Tribal partners, including the Reno Sparks Indian Colony, Duckwater and Ely/Shoshone tribes to finalize agreements.

· The Northern Nevada Chapter of the Red Cross is participating in several exercises including 1) Golden Guardian in California on May 14th and will be working with the Red Cross Chapter in Shasta and the California Health Department, 2) Broken Wing on May 8th in partnership with the Reno Tahoe Airport Authority, 3) Highlands Evacuation Drill in Virginia City in partnership with the Storey County Sheriff’s Department and 4) a region-wide Red Cross Northern Nevada Chapter exercise based on Ark-Storm, a thousand year flood that scientists say would dwarf the 1997 flood.

· We have supported partners in the Carson City and Elko area in the opening of warming shelters during the freezing temperatures and continue to work with several partners to establish training in support of Red Cross shelter operations.

· The Red Cross will be delivering Psychological First Aid to the Washoe Health Department. We have finalized the Red Cross health services and financial support regarding the Sparks Middle School shooting and provided support with the Renown shooting as well.

· We have hired two Red Cross employees to staff the Winnemucca and Elko offices and look forward to strengthening our community partners and building our volunteer base as well.

· The Red Cross continues to deliver training to our youth including sharing health safety to 400 children in Winnemucca.

· Our Martin Luther King Day of Service resulted in Red Cross Volunteers, led by the National Preparedness and Response Corps (NPRC) AmeriCorp members, visiting 1,596 homes throughout the Reno/Sparks, Incline Village, Winnemucca and Elko areas.

Nathanial Montgomery of the Southern Chapter of the Red Cross gave regrets that Fernandez Leary was unable to attend the meeting. He gave his background and asked for any suggestions. He is looking forward to working with everyone.
FINANCIAL OVERVIEW OF FEDERAL DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY (DHS) GRANT FUNDING FOR CITIZEN CORPS PROJECTS: 
FY11 and FY12 have the same performance period closing date. The majority of these funds will not be available after March 2014. Rick stated there would only be opportunity for a month or two for extensions.  Rick encouraged everyone to look at their budgets and expend money in a timely manner. FY13 is just getting started and FY14 is late but is anticipated to be here earlier than it was last year, probably the end of March. Rick gave an update to the full commission last year and anticipates giving another update this year.
Betsy Hambleton stated they had a switch in personnel and a good deal of their funds are sitting on the books for FY12. They will submit an extension request for the end of June. Rick stated the Federal Government has become very stringent in extensions to the States and to not expect extensions. Rick stated that they will need a solid justification in requesting the June extension and the probability of obtaining an extension isn’t good.
Irene Navis talked about some of the things they have heard. She asked Rick to clarify about whether or not they can take an all-hazards approach for funds or whether they need to demonstrate a nexus to terrorism. Rick stated there is no longer a dedicated funding stream for Citizen Corps. The Guidance in the past was a little more forgiving. The Homeland Security Guidance actually places an emphasis on terrorism nexus. They are hoping to be able to change that in the future. Irene stated it is challenging to the counties to be tied to a terrorism nexus when they are really more about a whole community approach.
Angela Nak stated she had a PowerPoint presentation that could provide some input as to how CERT ties into the terrorism nexus. She will try to see if there is any follow-up and other information for this and forward to Valerie.
PUBLIC COMMENT: 

No other public comments.
ADJOURNMENT: 
Betsy Hambleton moved to adjourn and Alex Crockett seconded and the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is April 17, 2014 at 2 PM at the legislature building.[image: image1.png]
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